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The Columnists™ Attitudes of the Jordanian Daily Newspapers
Towards The Political Capital Usage in the Jordanian

Parliamentary Elections
By:Yasin Abdul-Qader Khalil Yasin
Supervisor :Dr. Ibrahim Ahmed Abu Argoub
Abstract

This study aims to examine the Attitudes that columnists in four Jordanian daily
newspapers played in covering electoral clientelism and the “use of political money”.
Focusing on columnists' approach and methods in raising public awareness regarding the
issue, the study probe whether “political money” actually had an effect on election's outcome.

The researcher conducted a content analysis of columns. were selected as  better
suited this study than other . A comprehensive survey and a pretest with a selected period of
time were carried out. The units of analysis were identified the topics, approaches and
methods of analysis the used columnists in all four newspapers.

The study concluded that columnists in all four newspapers recognized the issue of
Electoral clientelism and the “use of political money” as a reality that constitute a national
dilemma. The four newspapers' coverage differed to various degrees, depending on factors
like each newspaper’s corporate ownership, governmental affiliation and subsidies. Al Arab
Al Yawm, and Al Ghad were more critical of the phenomenon than Ad-Dustour and Al Rai.

The study also shows that columnists managed to form a massive public opinion
against “political money” issue but failed, at the same time, to carry through this passive
opinion into action.

Key Words:
Political money, Electoral clientelism, Parliamentary Elections, Public opinion,

Lobbying, Trends in Public Opinion, Daily news, Columnists.
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